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Waves of Democracy/Participant Guide 

Welcome to the Waves of Democracy project. The project will aim at strengthening democratic 

understanding in students and active participation by engaging in a lively conference. During the 

conference days, we will be simulating parliamentary activities, similar to those of the European 

Parliament. We are look forward to meeting you all in September! 
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Preparation 

Ahead of the conference, you will be asked to prepare a little. Please read the informational material 

sent out by your chairs. This way, you will all have a common understanding of your subject, ahead 

of the conference. Furthermore, please read this guide, to stay informed of the expectations for the 

weekend. We have tried to keep it brief         

 

Different roles during the conference 

Delegate: The delegates are the participants from the schools. As a delegate, you act as a 

parliamentarian. You are part of a delegation as well as a committee. In the committee, you work 

together with delegates from other schools to come up with proposals (resolutions) on the topic of 

your committee. As a delegate you also have voting rights in the General assembly.  

Delegation: Delegation is a group of delegates attending from the same school. You meet with your 

delegates after the committees have finished the resolutions. To be able to discuss the various 

resolutions with familiar faces.  

Chairs: Chairs (sometimes called committee presidents) are responsible for leading the discussion 

in the committees. They set the agenda for committee meetings and organize the debate. They do 

not have the right to vote during the committee meeting on the proposed text of the resolution. 

President of the General Assembly: This person will moderate the debate in the General 

Assembly.  
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Speaking to others 

During the weekend, you will experience a lot of debate. Please keep the following in mind: 

Dos and Don'ts  

• Do always stay professional.  

• Don't attack anyone on a personal level.  

• Don't raise your hand while someone is speaking.  

• Don’t be disrespectful towards previous arguments.  

• Do speak in a nice tone.  
 
 

 

Dress code: 

To foster a formal and professional environment, we also encourage you to follow a dress code. 

Dressing differently from your normal school wear also makes it easier to step into the role of a 

parliamentarian.  

In the committee meetings, wear smart casual: 

- For women this means blouses, sweaters, dresses, skirts, or tailored trousers/jeans paired 

with neat shoes. 

- For men this means shirts, polo shirts, sweaters, chinos or neat trousers/jeans paired with 

clean shoes.  

When in the General Assembly, wear dress formal: 

- For women this means dresses, skirts, or tailored trousers paired with a blazer, suits or other 

formal attire, together with formal shoes. 

- For men this means a suit or blazer with dress trousers, a collared shirt, together with formal 

shoes. 

Tip: You can never go wrong with a nice shirt, blazer and trousers. Never wear jeans or denim 

fabrics.  

 

What is a resolution? 

A resolution is the product of the work by the committees. A resolution is a paper, which describes 

the policies the committee think should be adopted to solve the problem at hand. The resolution 

always begins with introducing and defining components of the problems, in what is called an 

“Introductory Clause” (IC), and then find the solutions to that problem in what is called an 

“Operative Clause” (OC). 
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For each IC (problem), you are expected to have at least one OC (solution). At the Waves of 

Democracy conference, we expect around 3-5 ICs and 5-7 OCs per resolution.  

The two clauses must be written in a specific way, and consequently there are only a select few 

words which are recognized for use in starting an IC or OC. These phrases are the following: 

IC phrases: 

- Alarmed by … 

- Aware of … 

- Noting with deep concern … 

- Bearing in mind … 

- Recognizing … 

- Affirming … 

OC phrases: 

- Recommends … 

- Calls for/upon … 

- Condemns … 

- Supports …  

- Requests … 

- Endorses … 

Your resolution should aim at po that could be implemented by the European Union, but do not 

worry too much about the limits of EU legislation, we will not be strict in that way. 
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Procedure of the General Assembly 

The following will describe how a resolution is handled in the general assembly. During the General 

Assembly, everyone will sit with their delegation (not committee), except for the members of the 

committee whose resolution is currently being discussed. They will be called to sit in front of the 

GA.  

1. The President of the GA calls for the members of the first committee to present their 

resolution to the general assembly.  

 

2. Reading of the operative clauses:  

One priorly appointed committee member will read out the Operational Clauses (OCs) loud 

and clear as they are written in the resolution. 

 

3. Answering factual questions: 

The committee will answer any factual questions about the resolution asked by members of 

the General Assembly to clear up any misconceptions. Only actual questions are allowed at 

this point. The Presidency will refuse questions that they consider to be argumentative. No 

further discussion will follow. 

 

4. Opening speech from the Committee on the resolution 

A delegate from the Committee (chosen in advance) will address the GA with the opening 

speech on this resolution. 

 

5. Open Debate:  

The President moderates the open debate on the resolution. The GA has now the possibility 

to ask open questions and discuss the resolution. The members of the Committee must 

answer the questions/ the criticism in order to defend their resolution. 

 

6. Closing speech 

A delegate from the Committee (chosen in advance) will address the GA with the closing 

speech on this resolution, aiming to convince the GA to vote in favor of the resolution.  

 

7. Voting: 

Delegates will be able to confer with their delegation for a minute. Afterwards, one 

delegation at a time will announce how they have voted, for example: “two in favour, three 

against, zero abstentions”. The delegates in the relevant committee vote together. After the 

votes have been added up, the president will announce if the motion has passed.  
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Timeline for the formal part of the weekend.  

Please also confer with the programme/agenda sent out.  

Timeline 

1. Preparation at Home 

 

2. Opening Ceremony 

 

3. Committee Meetings 

a. Brainstorming about issues regarding the topic 

b. Creating Introductory Clauses (ICs) 

c. Brainstorming about solving the ICs 

d. Creating Operative clauses (OCs) 

e. Voting on the resolution 

f. Selecting speech-holders 

 

4. Delegation/Café Meetings 

a. Discussing every resolution in your delegation (schools) 

 

5. General Assembly 

a. Reading the OCs 

b. Factual questions 

c. Opening Speech 

d. Open debate 

e. Closing speech 

f. Voting 

(Procedure for all resolutions).  

 

6. Closing Ceremony 


