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Issues MEP BSR Riga 2017


1. Committee on Security and Defence - CP: Janis Edvards Matrozis

The question of “securitization” of the Baltic Sea Region. The west and Russia do not share a common vision anymore. How do countries in the region manage this crisis? How can conflicts and further escalation be avoided and dialogue between the partners be promoted?


2. Committee on Human Rights – CP: Gisle Joe Garen

The question of human trafficking. With human trafficking considered to be one of the fastest-growing activities of trans-national crime, what measures can the EU establish to further combat the growing presence of this phenomenon, and to what extent can NGOs and other bodies be involved to deal with the issue?

3. Committee on Employment and Social Affairs – CP: Taimi Vilkko

The question of youth employment. How can mobility of employment-seeking young EU citizens be promoted and should they be entitled to the same allowances and social benefits as young citizens of the respective countries? How can mobility measures counteract large scale youth unemployment in Europe without draining the social system of another EU country?

4. Committee on Industry, Research and Energy – CP: Georg Maxton

The question of climate change and the internal energy market. In order to stop global warming from escalating, we will have to make a transition from fossil-based energies to renewable energies. What energies might be useful in this process?  The lack of cooperation between the EU member states is still interfering with the urgent need for change. What can the EU do to enhance the cooperation between member states and promote efforts towards a common internal energy market?

5. Committee on Culture and Education – CP: Tuur Mattheeuws

The question of empowerment and political participation. How can young people – in the school system and outside - be educated to become active citizens and to have more say in the solution and decision-making processes in their societies and in the EU.
How can the gap between the political establishment and civil society be bridged?


6. Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs –  CP: Simon Becke

[bookmark: _GoBack]The question of immigration. With the rapid influx of refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants into Europe what measures can be taken to attempt an even distribution between countries, and to ensure integration amongst the various groups. To what extent should cultural diversity and religions be accepted when they might conflict with national practices and legislation.    
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