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1. Committee on Foreign Affairs 

The question of the EU role in the Near East Conflict concerning the recognition of the State of Israel and a sovereign State of Palestine.

Topic description 

The Middle East Conflict dates back nearly sixty years. Since the foundation of Israel, the conflict has gone through different phases, including wars and relatively stable periods. Currently, after the events in Lebanon a new phase is reached for all participating parties.

The committee’s task will be to double-check the position of the EU.

Throughout the years the United States of America has been the primary mediator between Israel and its Arabic neighbours. However, the political development has led to mistrust for the US as a neutral partner by the Arabic countries. Europe is a respected partner by both. What kind of role and responsibilities should the EU assume in this situation? 

The American ideas for peace were written down in the Roadmap document. However, it becomes obvious, when looking at the timetable, that the American approach missed its aim. The committee will have to work out a Roadmap-like document to define the role of the EU. It could cover the topics:
Jerusalem and its affiliation





Hamas (political ideology, role in society)





EU payments to Palestinian government





Israeli settlement policy





Cultural dialogue between conflict parties





Water from the Golan Heights

The conflict between Hezbollah, Lebanon and Israel will not be the topic of the Committee, because it is a result of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Expectations

- Advanced knowledge on Roadmap & backgrounds

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2003/20062.htm
- Reasons for Roadmap failure 

- Rough knowledge on Middle East geography (printed map?)

- Rough knowledge on history

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/mideast/stories/overview/
- Information on topics that are proposed for the Roadmap-like document and further topics if necessary

2. Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs

The question of how EU countries can secure sustainable energy supplies.
Topic description 

Nearly 50 percent of the European Union’s energy supply stem from external sources. Experts forecast that this will increase to as much as 70 percent by 2020. The situation just worsened further with the enlargement of the EU, as it was bound to rising demand, increased reliance on imported fuel, and the difficulty of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

On the other hand, the EU itself has many potentials to secure its own energy supply:

For example, there is a whole array of technologies for cleaner energy generation and use existing today. European businesses are global leaders in clean coal technologies, which can reduce emissions of coal-powered plants by 50 percent. Industry around the globe can benefit from EU’s innovations, like we can see in the success of renewable energy generation.

For nuclear technologies, the technological research of the EU will ensure the highest safety standards and the best possible management of radioactive waste. 

By increased collaboration with other key players in the energy sector, the EU wants to achieve greater transparency and, above all, more stability in the energy markets. This can be done by entering into a producer/consumer dialogue with oil-producing countries, like e.g. Russia, which has long been an energy partner and with whom a strategic alliance is being formed.

In 2006, the European Commission published another Green Paper on the subject – the initial point for lively discussions on energy policy.

As recent international events have demonstrated once again, we must act together. Our way of life depends on having a reliable, affordable, clean supply of energy. But we also have a duty towards future generations. That is why we must develop sustainable visions that guarantee the supply while minimizing its impact on the environment, and use the resources available to us in the best possible way.

The committee’s task will be to analyze the current situation on the global energy market and to develop a concrete EU-policy on how to secure sustainable energy supply for the future. 

Expectations

- knowledge on the different kinds of energy sources

- rough knowledge on the geographical locations of the different kinds of energy sources

- basic knowledge on several forms of delivering or generating energy

- advanced knowledge on the Green Paper published by the EU (http://ec.europa.eu/comm/off/green/index_en.htm)

- rough knowledge about the energy policy interests of the countries concerned

3. Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

The question of how to develop a common EU policy concerning the prevention of infectious diseases (AIDS, SARS, Avian Flu).

Topic description 

The joining of the new EU member states in 2005 gave the topic of how to deal with HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases a new urgency. Especially in the new member states the HIV-rates are much higher than in any other country within the European Union. Apart from HIV/AIDS also other infectious diseases endanger the health of European Citizens. Diseases like SARS and H5N1 (avian flu) have spread out from Asia and have reached Europe. The local governments of the European countries had and still have to face organisational and financial problems to dam these diseases quickly. In May 2005, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control was established to pool Europe’s health knowledge and to promote faster research. Nevertheless the local authorities of the European Countries are responsible for damming diseases and for providing medical support. Since now there isn’t any common law to prevent or contain infectious diseases, so the Committee will have to analyse the current organisational structure and to work out how to develop a common EU policy to fight infectious diseases quickly and to prevent organisational and financial problems. 
Expectations

· Basic knowledge on the different types of infectious diseases which endanger Europe. (Influenza, Avian Flu: http://www.ecdc.eu.int/; http://europa.eu/press_room/presspacks/avianflu/index_en.htm; AIDS: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/aids/aids_en.htm)

· Advanced knowledge on existing measure to fight infectious diseases within the EU. (e.g. European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control: http://www.ecdc.eu.int/)

4. Committee on Constitutional Affairs 

The question of the future of the constitutional treaty of the EU: how to deal with the gap between the EU institutions and the EU citizens.

Topic description 

The European Union, a federation of 25 European countries, home to more than 459 Million people. Sounds like an interesting and exciting development. And indeed it is, but this fact is also the reason for the fears, many Europeans have.

The Constitutional Treaty was meant as a deepening of the European Union by its creators. Other than the politicians the majority of the citizens saw the treaty sceptically. Either they opposed a deepening or they were simply not interested in the topic and declined the treaty on the basis of incomplete information.

The insufficient concern in Europe, its institutions and its significance is one explanation for the gap between the EU institutions and the EU citizens, but not the only one. European taxpayers have the feeling that their money is spent somewhere far away from their home. Many have the impression, that the EU doesn’t improve things, but does the opposite.

All in all we see the EU officials talking about a united, strong Europe, but the common citizen does not see his problems solved. 

The committee’s task will be to analyse the points of criticism, to improve the justified ones and to find ways to dispel unnecessary fears.

Expectations

- Basic knowledge on treaty (http://europa.eu/constitution/summary_en.htm  -  It is proposed to read the summary of the Constitution adopted by the European Council on 17 and 18 June)

- Ratification method in the various EU countries (who decides?   http://europa.eu/constitution/referendum_en.htm)

- Results of first ratification period in the various EU countries (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Constitution#Ratification_2)

- Reasons for rejection (Opinion polls)

5. Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

The question of EU strategies to promote the integration of foreigners and to fight xenophobic attitudes.
Topic describtion

"Multicultural society" was a dream of the 70ies and 80ies. Unfortunately, integration policy in most of the EU-States has been neglected for years. Even in states like Holland change in mood on both sides is noticeable. The integration of foreign citizens into EU-states requires a strong involvement of the state, but also of society and immigrants. 

Every EU-state has a different history and experiences with foreigners and therefore different problems in this field. Separate national policies, separate asylum policies are a fact. How can the EU-states apply their ideas for common policies in this field? Germany deals by herself with her Turkish population and France manages alone the conflicts with her post-colonial populations, Italy, Spain and Greece have huge problems with illegal immigration. Slovenian politicians wouldn’t really care about the Russians from the Baltic States and Finland doesn’t seem to be engaged in securing the future EU’s Black Sea – borders. 

How is it possible to start thinking on a common level in this field and more than that, what should be done in order to convince the EU population of the legitimacy of a common policy as such? Common strategies for improving the standard of living of foreigners in the EU are to be developed and launched. The key to the improvement of the living standard of foreign citizens is the education.

A mastery of the language spoken in the country is elementary, both for social integration and integration into the job market. On the other hand immigrants need more support and guidance from their new homeland, from government but civil society and other organisations as well. They must also understand that it’s necessary to prepare their children for life in the new society. How could the government support the integration on every stage of the development? Could all-day schools be a feasable solution for preventing disadvantages of immigrant children? Having become larger and larger, EU citizens have many times demanded to develop a simpler and more direct dialogue with them. Despite its wide dimensions, nobody wants a governing machine without being heard. Many older immigrants didn’t develop a strong enough feeling of themselves as citizens of the EU and too rarely speak of a sense of shared identity. How to avoid establishment of immigrants-ghettos? How to change this situation and increase the political participation of migrants? What role does naturalisation play in this process? How could a successful project to promote integration for young and older migrants look like?

Expectations

Please prepare yourself on the basis of the topic description. Maybe the links given below help you to get detailed information about the topic. 

EU area of freedom, security and justice

http://www.eu.int/comm/justice_home/index_en.htm
Eurobarometer - Economic and Social Data Service, 11. http://www.gesis.org/en/data_service/eurobarometer/, http://www.esds.ac.uk/Introduction.asp
Freedom, security and justice for all. Justice and home affairs in the European Union
http://europa.eu.int/comm/publications/booklets/move/42/index_en.htm
Gatewatsch - monitoring the state and civil liberties in the European Union
http://www.statewatch.org/
Press files on major EU events in the area of justice and home affairs:

http://www.eu.int/comm/justice_home/news/information_dossiers/news_info_dossier_en.htm
Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe

http://europa.eu.int/constitution/index_en.htm
The Hague Programme: Ten priorities for the next five years:
http://www.eu.int/comm/justice_home/news/information_dossiers/the_hague_priorities/index_en.htm
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