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RESOLUTIONS
MEP BSR Kaliningrad
 25.10 - 30.10.2010
The Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Kaliningrad.

Resolution about the question of the Baltic Sea Environment

A. Emphasizing the lack of interest and cooperation in renewable energy systems in the Baltic Sea Region, 

B. Deeply concerned about the hazards of war residue on the bottom of the Baltic Sea and its environmental impact on the ecosystem, 

C. Noting with regret that some oil tankers still do not posses double hulls causing unnecessary security risks,

D. Aware of diverged safety standards of nuclear power plants in the Baltic Sea Region and the little exchange of information about their conditions,

E. Recognizing that more research could be performed in the nuclear waste sector,

F. Alarmed by the high waste of energy in the Baltic Sea Region,

G. Deeply disturbed by the lack of proper waste water treatment around the Baltic Sea Region, 

H. Bearing in mind that energy storage efficiency and lifetime provides a bottleneck in development of sustainable energy production and usage,

I. Convinced that accidents involving oil rigs in the Baltic Sea would result in vast environmental damage,

1. Encourages the members of the Baltic Sea Region to cooperate in matters concerning renewable energy systems;
2. Supports investments in new renewable energy technologies such as the “Sterling engine” and offshore windmill parks which will also be used as a source of export;
3. Requests that the war residue should be salvaged by the combined navy of the members of the Baltic Sea Region,

4. Urges all countries in the Baltic Sea Region to lower tariffs for double hulled oil tankers;

5. Calls upon live exchange of information relevant to the management of nuclear power plants within the Baltic Sea Region;

6. Approves of increased budget for research regarding specific aspects of nuclear waste, such as:

   
i) nuclear storage and isolation;
ii) reusing nuclear waste ;

7. Recommends the usage of low energy light bulbs by providing benefits to companies which solely produce low energy light bulbs and by providing 60% of those benefits to companies whose production of low-energy light bulbs amounts to 60% of their total production;

8. Endorses further investigation in efficiency technologies such as the “Cogeneration” system;

9. Draws the attention to solving Russia’s waste water issue and offers cooperation;

10. Expresses our appreciation of the current research regarding energy storage technology and economically supports the introduction of further research in the Baltic Sea Region with the help of funding;

11. Further requests that the members of the Baltic Sea Region cooperate in order to guarantee the safety onboard oil rigs to prevent disasters such as the oil catastrophe in the Gulf of Mexico;

12. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission, and the Council of Ministers.
The Committee on Agriculture submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Kaliningrad.

Resolution about the question of the role of agriculture in the economies in Europe

A. Alarmed by the difficulties for small farmers to manage in the competition with larger agricultural industries,

B. Aware of the fact that subsidies paid to the farmers may result in over- or underproduction in certain fields of agriculture,

C. Noting with deep concern that working on a farm can be socially and economically unattractive,

D. Convinced that the decreasing number of small farms damages agrotourism due to urbanization,

E. Observing that inflexible legislation causes problems to different forms of agricultural industry,

F. Noting further that distribution of information about technological possibilities is limited within the member states,

G. Noting with deep concern that using fertilizers may lead to water and soil pollution,

H. Believing that the lack of the information and the low level of the social infrastructure are the biggest barriers to the popularity of agrotourism,

I. Noting with deep concern that GMOs
 have unknown impact on nature, biological systems and traditional methods,

J. Further deploring the fact that the development of tourism declines with regard to the scenic and amenity value of landscapers due to littering,

K. Bearing in mind that the Kaliningrad region is surrounded by EU members and has difficulties exporting/importing its agricultural products into EU,

1. Requests that the EU agricultural system of subsidies be more progressive and depend on the farm’s size;

2. Calls upon a separate system of subsidies to be created with regard to the cultivation of regional plants;

3. Considers creating a certain expert system to control overproduction matters;

4. Further reminds the importance of developing agrotourism in order to encourage young people to become farmers;

5. Confirms the importance of agricultural consultancy and training programmes and calls for cooperation with the educational institutions;

6. Supports the creation of a certain local expert system to provide the possibility of producing uncertified products in order to maintain traditional farming industry;

7. Supports the idea of granting more credits for farmers who are not able to buy new agriculture technologies;

8. Considers that the technical knowledge necessary for the development of small farms will be gained by means of training programmes and distribution of information;

9. Calls upon the environmental institutions to deal with already polluted areas damaging agriculture and food safety in order to stabilise them and decrease further pollution;

10. Encourages further research on the effects of GMO;

11. Recommends creating a Europe-wide Internet database with all agrotouristic farms and their contact details and basic information about them;

12. Requests that the Russian Federation start a dialogue about integrating the mentioned area into the European CAP
;

13. Urges the Russian Federation to improve the border co-operation with regard to the agricultural products traffic between the Kaliningrad region and the EU;

14. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

The Committee on Regional Development submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Kaliningrad.

Resolution about the question of visa policies in European countries

A. Declaring that the current visa regime between Russia and the EU hinders tourism and educational projects,

B. Noting with deep concern that prejudice obstructs the process of opening borders,

C. Realising the need for a more thorough check than a simple passport control for a certain period after the liberalisation of visa policy is put in place,

D. Realising that organised crime is enabled to act within the international arena due to a visa-free regime,

E. Expecting the amount of smuggled goods to rise should the visa policy be simplified,

F. Deeply concerned with the increased risk of epidemic expansion should the border-crossing traffic increase,

G. Alarmed by illegal immigration into the EU also caused by relaxed visa rules,

H. Recognising the specific problems of the Kaliningrad region being:


i) isolation from main Russia territory,


ii) lack of political will of change of the current situation,



iii) need for transit permits in order to travel to main Russia territory,

I. Aware of the complicated and long process for obtaining a visa for the citizens of EU and Russia,

1. Calls upon a short-term visa-free travel for tourism purposes
;

2. Authorises the EU universities to issue official invitations for students that enable them to stay in the country of studies without a visa, and encourages the Russia to introduce a similar policy;

3. Proclaims a social campaign to combat the problem of prejudice and advertise tourist visits in Russia, including broadcasting "Russia Travel Guide" in Europe, and urges Russia to act likewise in order to stimulate tourism in both regions;

4. Considers an increase of stricter passport control and proclaim forms to be filled in before each crossing of the border
;

5. Encourages law-enforcement agencies, border guard and customs to increase cooperation with their counterparts in Russia, and also through Interpol and Europol;

6. Urges more efficient control methods to be introduced for border crossing with the use of new technologies and increase the level of border officials training;

7. Proposes that the punishment for smuggling goods should be proportional to the scale of the crime committed, ranging from financial punishment to imprisonment;

8. Proclaims that in case of an epidemy the travellers have to get a medical check by a doctor before crossing the border, and at the border designated doctors are to perform simple medical examination, and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs are to issue warnings to travellers;

9. Recommends that the EU animal passport
 be recognised in non-EU states and urges other nations to create similar systems; 

10. Reminds that the use of biometric passports will make crossing borders with falsified documents more difficult and requests nations to introduce biometric passports with new security measures;

11. Requests the establishment of more surveillance through patrols and cameras at the borders of the EU;

12. Calls upon Russia to develop relations with Lithuania to find solutions to the problem of isolation of Kaliningrad
;

13. Calls upon creating statistics about the probable effects of visa-free travel for the region in order to convince politicians to support possible solutions;

14. Authorises Schengen signatory states' official representatives to issue Schengen visas;

15. Supports the introduction of the possibility to order visa online to simplify the visa application process;

16. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission, and the Council of Ministers.

The Committee on Culture and Education (1) submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Kaliningrad.
Resolution on the question of integration processes in the field of education.
A. Noting with deep concern that educational exchange-programs are not equally accessible


i) due to financial and social differences,

ii) due to differences between the states of the Bologna Process,

B. Further recalling the successful implementation of the Bologna Process among the states which ratified the Bologna Treatment,

C. Taking note that there is a too low rate of educational and cultural exchanges between old and new EU-countries,

D. Alarmed by the fact that grades, diplomas and degrees are not equally comparable within the European Union, 

E. Deeply concerned by the fact that the level of education varies within the member states of the European Union,

F. Emphasizing the importance of multilingualism,

G. Noting with regret that the principles of free education are not completely fulfilled by participants of the Bologna Process, 

H. Alarmed by the unattractiveness of many universities in Europe,

1. Supports scholarship programs;

2. Founds the neutral organization SES
 which allocates money supporting students in exchange programs, highlighting the financial aid to the less advantaged;

3. Calls upon varying support determined by the ability of the member states to finance exchange-programs;

4. Draws the attention to the importance of providing the educational programs with a system that is equally assessed and graded within the borders of states as well as among the member states of the EU;

5. Endorses that all aims of the Bologna Process are put to practice;

6. Affirms that exchange programs are made more attractive by providing exchange students with certificates beneficial for further studies;

7. Expresses our appreciation of the achievements of "Youth in Action" programs and the opportunities it offers to every young person;

8. Calls upon the promotion of the minority cultures, multilingual education and intercultural dialogue;

9. Further proclaims the benefit of mandatory English or other foreign languages in selected courses of the educational programs within the European Union;

10. Authorizes quality of education in supplying students with facilities and technology as well as all provided education at no cost;

11. Request cost-free education also on a higher level;

12. Calls upon the improvement of the public image of the less appealing universities through:


i) additional funding for PR

ii) enhancing students' awareness of the universities in question,

13. Expresses our hope of an international degree system being established;

14. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

The Committee on Culture and Education (2) submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Kaliningrad.

Resolution about the question of the role of new (social) media
A. Realizing that the mass media have a great influence on the hierarchy of values of modern society,

B. Noting with approval the free access to a variety of information and opinions to anyone,

C. Alarmed by the lack of knowledge about dangers
 on the Internet in modern societies, 
D. Convinced that not everyone has the possibility to use the Internet, 

E. Observing that the elderly do not have the same opportunities and education as the youngsters when using the Internet,

F. Alarmed by the possibility of children to access any kind of information on the Internet and take disadvantage of it,

G. Deeply disturbed by the lack of objectivity in mass media,

H. Noting with deep concern that the criteria of selecting information can be deeply affected by the government, 

I. Noting further that too much of the media’s income is supplied by advertisers,

J. Deeply concerned with the fact that many people do not have a critical approach to the information they receive from the mass media,

K. Fully alarmed by the data showing that the Internet has too big impact on our social lives,

L. Welcoming the fact that the media hold the officials responsible for the way they exercise their power,

1. Expresses hope that the development of democratic values are a target for all social media;

2. Recommends founding an organization called EMMA (European Mass Media Associatation); 

3. Endorses EMMA to broadcast programs in the media to promote European ideals, morals and ethics;

4. Calls upon the provision of free courses on how to use the Internet properly and what the dangers are;

5. Encourages the member states to introduce educational advertisements on the use of the Internet;

6. Endorses the European Union’s Committee on Development and Media to introduce a certificate on the reliability of websites;

7. Requests age-limited websites to use registration;

8. Recommends the building of outdoor Internet stations called EIS (European Internet Stations), providing free access to this medium, however limited to e. g. three hundred seconds;

9. Supports the establishment of a committee for building, controlling and supervising these Internet stations; 

10.  Encourages the European Parliament to use the social media in a way attractive to citizens in order to improve political interest; 
11.  Recommends that all European countries establish the European Media Day in order to draw the citizens’ attention to social media development; 
12. Underlines the importance of shortening the distance between politicians of the European Union and the citizens, and the need to strengthen the online presence of all EU institutions and people involved;

13. Endorses the European Union’s Committee on Development and Media to develop the Senior Citizen Program
 on how to use the Internet; 

14. Calls upon schools to eliminate the problem of subjectivity in the media by educating students on how to be critical of the media content; 

15. Encourages EMMA to found a program showing debates about European political affairs;

16. Urges the public access media to present statements from at least two professionals involved in the matter of political stances on each side of the political spectrum;

17. Proclaims that the sources of income of media companies must be made public; 

18. Considers founding an organization called SOfIA (Social Organization for the Internet Addicts) to help Internet addicts by means of social meetings with the purpose of eradicating addiction;

19. Encourages the establishment of a fund which media departments can draw upon in order to fund thorough research; 

20. Requests governments to facilitate access to the data they provide, e. g. courthouses records, political protocols;

21. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

� GMO - genetically modified organism


� CAP - Common Agriculture Policy


� one month of stay in a six months period


� like in the USA


� a document proving the health of pets in the EU


� e.g. visa-free transfer by train


� Supporting Exchange Students


� Acces to illegal content and data abuse.


� A talk through program compatible with any browser





