[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]% nordcen

Nordic Council of Ministers













MEP BSR  ICELAND
                      2013
             RESOLUTIONS

The Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (1) submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Iceland.

Resolution about the question of the protection of biodiversity

A. Noting with regret that the population is not fully aware of the importance of protecting biodiversity
,
B. Deeply concerned about the lack of control in the contemporary EU legislation,

C. Taking into consideration that jobs will be lost due to the prohibition of e.g. commercial fishing or foresting in future established nature reserves
,
D. Deeply concerned about the lack of determination of some states in Europe to protect their biodiversity,

E. Noting with deep concern that countries will use natural resources without a sustainable model to create industry,
F. Keeping in mind that unstoppable growth of cities and industrial areas reduces the nature territories,
G. Observing that it is not in the particular interest of some foreign countries outside of the EU and Europe to actively protect biodiversity,
H. Recognizing that the handling of environmental protection requires substantial management,
I. Fully alarmed of the possible extinction of several endangered species in Europe,
1. Urges the governments to inform their citizens and companies about the importance of protecting the biodiversity by media campaigns;

2. Calls upon the European countries to enforce the EU’s laws and regulations regarding biodiversity and environmental protection;

3. Approves the creation of labelling on all export products, negative and positive based on biodiversity;

4. Recommends the use of the said label on all European products to further increase the awareness among all European citizens, alongside the media campaigns;
5. Encourages innovations and initiatives for the protection of biodiversity;
6. Further encourages media to supervise their governments more on their work for protection of biodiversity; 
7. Expresses its hope that governments will provide available jobs for the people who lost their job because of newly established nature reserves;

8. Reminds the governments to invest in monitoring the status of endangered species within their territories; 


9. Supports more and graver punishments to those who attempt to kill these endangered species;
10. Requests the imposing of strict penalties against corporations which are not respecting the protection of biodiversity;
11. Further urges the simplification of the current bureaucratic process in order to allow easier access to the EU funds for e.g. the Natura 2000
 project management;
12. Further calls upon improvement in cooperation between Europol and national police departments across Europe to fight e.g. poachers in a more effective way;
13. Supports governments of European countries to set official goals to protect the biodiversity alongside e.g. the Natura 2000 project;
14. Strongly condemns each European country to establish more national parks;
15. Further recommends European countries to subsidize concentrated building and encourage vertical expansion where possible;
16. Further requests foreign countries to protect the biodiversity;

17. Further recommends countries to prioritize national parks ahead of agriculture if it is in the particular interest of protecting biodiversity; 

18. Calls for financial support for sustainable models
 for protection of biodiversity;

19. Declares accordingly that signs of recovery in biodiversity should be shown more to motivate people to continue their work regarding their strive to protect biodiversity;
20. Proclaims a fund to build and support recovery centres for endangered wildlife species;
21. Notes the said fund should also be used to defend wildlife, national parks and to protect biodiversity;

22. Instructs the President of the GA to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.
The Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (2) submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Iceland.

Resolution about the question of how to fight global warming

A. Emphasizing the responsibility for global warming resting with pollution and the emission of greenhouse gases,

B. Deeply concerned by the deforestation around the world, especially in rain forests and its impact on global warming,

C. Deeply concerned about the industries’ impact on global warming, especially the meat industry,

D. Fully aware of the amount of unsustainable energy being used and the lack of funding directed at the research of sustainable energy,

E. Bearing in mind the lack of interest and knowledge of the general public about the sustainable energy,

F. Keeping in mind that approximately 19 % of all energy related greenhouse gas emissions in the EU are from the transportation sector,

G. Deeply regretting the lack of an international agreement that expands and prolongs the Kyoto-protocol to prevent carbon leakage,

H. Acknowledging the consequences of global warming on human society,

I. Observing that over-consumerism is a part of the growing amount of pollution not to be ignored,
1. Establishes stricter controls and higher duties for the import of tropical timber;

2. Declares binding quotas for forest cutting and further requests the EU to convince the countries outside the EU to join;

3. Promotes reforestation programs around the world;

4. Expands the EU-ETS
 on additional sectors including transport, private households and agriculture (i.e. meat industries);

5. Further expands the EU-ETS on greenhouse gases including methane and laughing gas;
6. Affirms the potential of programs like smart grid technology and further requests researching into these concepts, putting them into action and therefore increasing the usage of renewable energy;

7. Takes note of the positive results of the DESERTEC project and encourages other countries to get involved in this project;

8. Calls upon increasing funding for the research of renewable energy sources, as well as emphasising the importance of incentives for companies and individuals to partake more actively in such research;

9. Draws the attention of the general public towards the financial and the ecological advantages of using sustainable energy sources in their households;

10. Encourages the governments to support the usage of the renewable energy sources in private households;

11. Further recommends all governments in the EU to collaborate more closely in order to create more efficient transportation and increase the use of public transit;

12. Expresses its appreciation towards standards that limit carbon emissions from vehicles and increase the use of low-carbon fuels;

13. Urges for subsidies for public transport, companies that produce low-carbon vehicles and further research on more efficient transportation networks;

14. Recommends all relevant agencies in the EU to collaborate more closely in order to create better opportunities for alternative and environmental friendly transportation options;

15. Urges a binding international agreement for stepping down greenhouse emissions based on the Kyoto-protocol;

16. Promotes research and first projects concerning CCS
;
17. Instructs the President of the GA to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers;
The Committee on Social Affairs submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Iceland.

Resolution about the question of youth unemployment in Europe
A. Alarmed by the preference of employers to employ old and more experienced workers,

B. Keeping in mind that internships play an important role in communication between students and employers,

C. Fully alarmed by the fact that useful dual-studying programmes are not popular in most European countries,

D. Realizing the high costs of education (e.g. university) in the EU,

E. Alarmed by the lack of communication and contact between universities, training centres, other educational institutions and employers,

F. Welcoming promotion of opportunities and rights to create awareness among unemployed young people,

G. Deeply concerned by the lack of organisations promoting informal education,

H. Aware of the lack of sufficient education in some locations,

I. Deeply concerned by the disproportionate number of specific university degrees,

J. Alarmed by the unpopularity and lack of prestige of vocational schools,

K. Deeply concerned by the large number of young pregnant women who quit education during the maternity period or choose to enter the labour market instead of finishing their educational studies after pregnancy,

L. Deeply disturbed by the decreasing number of businesses started by young people,

M. Desiring measures to improve the general level of language skills in European countries,

N. Taking into consideration the mental and psychological problems, which might occur among unemployed young people,

1. Supports the idea of making the labour market more flexible in countries affected by youth unemployment, for example companies being allowed to more easily fire unqualified workers without fearing to be sued;

2. Calls upon the creation of a special programme in schools that would help teach the requested skills, such as basic application requirements for internships;

3. Calls for the promotion of dual-studying programmes, not only for companies, but also for possible applicants;

4. Recommends the governmental support for the costs of studying and training facilities to make sure that education is available for every citizen;

5. Requests stronger communication between potential employers, educational institutions and universities so that employers play a larger role in creating the curriculum relevant to the labour market;

6. Further requests promotion of working opportunities, tax breaks, loan guarantees, demand and offer of jobs in the labour market and availability of psychological help through means such as, but not limited to, the media and a school programme (high-school, university);

7. Expresses its appreciation towards already existing initiatives and active youth organisations by providing financial support for various youth organisations, opportunities for informal education and exchange programmes;

8. Further recommends that governments improve the quality of online education and ensure free access for all young people, who cannot otherwise access such education due to their location;

9. Further recommends for universities and training centres to provide more information for graduating high school students on the variety of available degrees, potential careers and job opportunities;

10. Encourages investment in infrastructure, educational equipment, qualified teaching staff and special education;

11. Urges vocational schools to challenge students, raise teaching standards and improve curricula;

12. Further requests development of laws and programmes concerning the support of young pregnant women;

13. Further encourages women to pursue part time jobs after pregnancy and employers to offer more part time positions;

14. Further calls for the simplification and the decrease of the costs of starting your own enterprise;

15. Affirms creating and widening an entrepreneur environment for stimulating innovation, cooperation and research, e.g. Erasmus
 for entrepreneurs and business incubators
;

16. Demands improvement of language skills by young people taking part in  language courses supported by the government;

17. Further encourages developing the access to professional psychological help for unemployed young people, financially supported by the government;
18. Instructs the President of the GA to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

The Committee on Culture and Education submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Iceland.

Resolution about the question of how to educate young people to become global citizens
A. Alarmed by the lack of information provided for young people about opportunities
  abroad.

B. Taking in consideration that the mobility of educational staff
 is also an important part of youth mobility, which is less supported. 

C. Recognizing that discrimination between educational lengths as well as social backgrounds brings imbalance to the possibilities to go abroad. 

D. Noting with deep concern that the standard of education within the Union differs which contributes to a limited globalised labour market.

E. Deeply concerned that financial, linguistic, cultural and educational borders keep people away from going abroad. 

F. Bearing in mind that international cooperation and communication between educational institutions is not widespread.

G.  Noting with regret the inequality of education and global forming for younger students
 in all of Europe. 

H. Desiring improved transparency from the Union about the measures being taken at the moment in developing youth mobility, in order to awake interest of possible stakeholders.

I. Aware of the administrative difficulties that arise when applying for going abroad. 

1. Accepts further financial support of organisations to improve publicity about opportunities for going abroad.

2. Recommends school institutions to offer information events about going abroad as well as emphasize the importance of general information given by student councillors
. 

3. Supports the mobility of educational staff by offering them subventions in order to awake the interest of students to go abroad. 

4. Reaffirms the importance of equalisation of a minimum educational level within all of Europe to facilitate the possibilities for young people to go abroad. 

5. Calls upon the bologna-process to further unify the educational structures to simplify the transition to other schools within Europe for studying. 

6. Emphasizes the allocation of particular consideration (such as special preparation classes etc.) to youngsters wishing to study abroad.

7. Endorses an organization that will provide proper statistics as well as individual success stories pointing out cultural, professional and educational benefits of youth mobility. 

8. Requests the promotion of virtual exchange media for teachers in order to learn about different teaching methods, which would globalize the education.

9. Seeking that schools for all ages exchange students, teachers, cultural and educational knowledge with one another to fulfill the idea of a mobilised EU with a deep understanding for one another’s culture.

10. Urges the Union to create a body to distribute scholarships more fairly among the students, 

a) by giving member states subventions relatively to the number of students they send out.

b) by taking into consideration that the living costs of the destination country may vary and so should the scholarship.

c) by taking note of the economic resources of the student through offering financial support for traveling and housing costs.

d) by enabling students to work during the receive of a scholarship as well as permitting the receiving of several scholarships within different projects at different times. 

11. Calls upon the creation of a body, whose job is solely to increase the transparency of the measures being taken to improve programs that support youth mobility. 

12. Urges the founding of a body, financially supported by the EU, that will ensure an easy application procedure as well as an easy access to information about how to apply in a fast manner. 

13. Recommends the EU to increase the support of the programs that focus on education and training other than at tertiary level to strengthen the personal development and employability of students on all levels of education. 

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament Iceland.

Resolution about the question of how to bring the EU/Europe closer to its citizens
A. Deeply concerned about the lack of direct democracy, with special focus on the European Citizens’ Initiative, in the EU, 

B. Fully aware of the low turnout percentage among the member states in the European Parliament elections,

C. Realizing that EU-citizens are not very well informed about the structure of the EU and how the bodies in the EU function,

D. Convinced that there is a lack of transparency within the EU, as well as a lack of communication between the EU-parliament members and the citizens of the EU,

E. Perturbed about too much EU-bureaucracy, decreasing its efficiency,

F. Noting that the financial crisis is the main catalyst of the lack of interest in EU among EU-citizens,

1. Suggests that members of the European Commission are elected directly by the citizens; 
2. Calls upon the improvement of the European Citizens’ Initiative;
i. by hiring professional software engineers funded by the EU in order to improve the Online Signature Collection System
ii. by expanding the European Citizens’ Initiative Campaign
 to include all EU-member states
iii. by holding a binding referendum if a European Citizens' Initiative is successful

3. Further recommends that in case of a majority of 55% or less, in the European Parliament there should be the possibility for the minority to call for a binding referendum
;
4. Encourages comprehensive research, performed by establishing the institution "Agency of EU Online Voting", before adopting the possibility to vote online for European Parliament elections;
5. Recommends, in case of positive results during research, to add the possibility to vote online
 for the European Parliament, for all interested citizens of the EU;
6. Calls upon the creation of an institution whose task it is to provide a sufficient amount of information about the structure of the EU and how the bodies of the EU function, presented in different ways such as;
a. Subjects in school, focusing on:
i. Social studies
ii. Politics

b. New workshops and courses for EU citizens who feel that they have a lack of knowledge about the EU. This could be in the form of 
i. Evening courses
ii. an open area event, conducted by street workers accessible for everyone with interest
7. Further recommends that the current website eu.eu should be presented and supported in;

i. School

ii. Workshops

iii. Courses

iv. Media

8. Encourages a dialogue between the representatives and the citizens, such as;
i. public lectures including a political dialogue
ii. the representatives answering questions from the citizens in any form of contact, such as:
a. online forum where citizens can discuss EU policies with each other and representatives from the EU 

b. a telephone helpdesk for citizens to call and ask questions about the EU 

c. an address to where people can write letters

9. Further requests the establishment of an institution named European Media Agency (EMA) whose task it is to:
i. Coordinating press releases of all EU institutions in order to make them more accessible in comparison to the current separate press releases

ii. Producing documentaries about the EU and distributing them in cooperation with TV channels in all EU member states
iii. Providing live coverage of EU parliament sessions in cooperation with TV channels in all EU member states
10. Requests open sessions in the European Union bodies which everyone can attend;
11. Calls upon the EU to create a compulsory register of lobbyists, so citizens know who is involved in lobby meetings, and what is being discussed;
12. Urges the founding of the institution ”European Efficiency Controlling Agency (EECA)” which on a yearly basis;
i. Revises the bureaucracy processes in the EU with special interest in, but not limited to:
a. unnecessary rules and regulations
b. Institutions that were exposed to be inefficient in the past
ii. delivers a report on how to cut the inefficient institutions and unnecessary rules and regulations with special interest in accomplishing the cut
13. Draws the attention towards the necessity of showing the citizens how the EU, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the national governments, are handling the financial crisis and what progress has been made;
14. Instructs the President of the GA to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.
� The degree of variation of life within a species, eco-system, biome, or an entire planet


	� A tract of land managed so as to preserve its flora, fauna, and physical features


�  Wide network of nature conservation areas set up to ensure the survival of Europe‘s most valuable and endangered species and habitats, it represents around 18% of the EU‘s terrestrial territory.


	� A sustainable model is a long lasting plan. It uses resources without exhausting them.


� EU-ETS: European Union Emission Trading System





� CCS: Carbon Capture and Storage/Sequestration





� Erasmus is an EU student exchange programme.


� Business incubators are programs designed to support the successful development of entrepreneurial companies through an array of business support resources and services, developed and orchestrated by incubator management and offered both in the incubator and through its network of contacts.





� Opportunities about working, studying, volunteering, interimships and social programs. 


� Teachers, trainers, university staff. 


� Students in elementary school until highschool. 


� If no student coucillor is available, these information should be given by teachers with basic knowledge about the subject. 


� This campaign is already implemented in Ireland


� An initiative is succesful if one million EU citizens, who are nationals of at least one quarter of the member states, sign in.


� There can only be a referendum if the minority as a whole, calls for it


� This system is already implemented in Estonia and certain parts of Switzerland with positive results, using security codes and passport-reading devices


� Same structure as with the telephone helpdesk but only by mail


� E.g. from the Directorate-General Communication which is currently releasing the press-releases of The European Commision





