2. The Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

The question of energy politics. Examine the issue of energy politics of EU  countries, with emphasis on using alternative energy. In your discussion include the concerns relating to the German-Russian gas pipe that will be planted at the bottom of the Baltic Sea.

A. Deeply concerned about the rapid climate change mainly caused by CO2 emissions,

B. Alarmed by the fact that Europe’s need for energy is increasing whereas reserves of fossil fuels are decreasing,

C. Seeking for stronger endeavors to raise public awareness of climate change and sustainable energy,

D. Taking the current lack of energy efficiency1 in the EU into account,

E. Bearing in mind the European dependence on several countries because of their energy resource,

F. Noting with concern the construction of the NEGP2 which might have negative ecological impacts3 on the Baltic Sea,

G. Concerned by the political tensions the NEGP could cause both between the EU and Russia and within the EU,

1. Encourages the usage of renewable energy resources like wind, water and the sun,

2. Recommends the improvement of private, public and cargo transport, for instance by funding the development of the train system,

3. Approves of the financial support for research on alternative and renewable energy sources by using the Research Development Budget,

4. Requests an application of minimum standards on energy performance to new buildings and to certain existing buildings when they are renovated. Further recommends new buildings to be equipped with energy conservation technology,

5. Emphasizes the need of international cooperation especially with the US and countries like India and China,

6. Encourages the governments of the member states to decrease the use of fossil fueled power plants,

7. Calls upon factories to use efficient filtering system and if possible, switch to renewable energies in order to protect the environment,

8. Encourages  research and to apply further CO2 Storage4,

9. Proclaims that the EU should become independent of the use fossil fuels as soon as possible,

10. Recommends more promotional and educational actions to encourage the population to diminish pollution and help preventing global warming,

11. Requests the EU to create public awareness of energy efficiency, the use of alternative and renewable energy e.g. by commercials, campaigns,

12. Encourages financial support to the idea of tax discount on construction materials, companies and owners of other isolated houses,

13. Calls upon further research on new technologies to improve energy efficiency,

14. Urges each Member State of the EU to harness its own energy resources, like water, wind, etc.,

15. Requests financial support to private households who want to use environmental sustainable energy,

16. Requests not to build the gas pipeline because of Russia’s increased influence5 on the adjacent countries6,

17. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Appendix

1Energy efficiency: efficient use of available energy

2NEGP:  North European Gas Pipeline.

3Ecological impacts: further pollution of  the Baltic Sea by hazardous materials, WW I & II shipwrecks and bombshells.

4CO2 Storage – use oil and gas fields to storage frozen CO2, to not release it into the atmosphere and to extract the resources more effectively.

5Increased influence – possibility to cut off Eastern European States from the gas supply without affecting Western Europe’s supply.

6Adjacent countries – Poland, Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland and Ukraine.

