Model European Parliament Baltic Sea Region 

Öresund 2007

RESOLUTIONS

Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Question of the EU role in the conflict in Chechnya

The model European Parliament,

A. Deeply concerned about the continual conflict in Chechnya with enduring battle-related deaths, politically motivated assassinations and the political dictation of a puppet government,

B. Noting with deep concern the lack of Russian cooperation in the question of Chechnya,

C. Realising the need to take other measures than those already taken by the EU,

D. Fully aware of the fact that the question of Chechen independence is the reason for the ongoing conflict,

E. Noting that Chechnya c1aimed independence from Russia in 1991 when the Soviet Union collapsed,

F. Bearing in mind that Chechnya is not ready to become independent at the moment be-cause of the unstable situation caused by the war and the ongoing conflict,

G. Emphasising that Chechnya will become an independent state after having functioned as an autonomy within the Russian Federation,

H. Recognising that such a state features: a government, a police force, free elections supervised by NGOs, well-functioning infrastructure, an educational system, a health care system, military forces, a welfare system, anti corruption measures/steps and a tax system,

I. Declaring that Chechnya thereafter should become an independent state,

J. Alarmed by Russia's use of energy supply as political power,

K. Realising that the EU depends on Russian energy supply,

L. Further realising that if Russia agrees to withdraw their troops from Chechnya, it would lead to a reduction of the Chechen acts of violence and establish a better relationship between Russia and Chechnya,

M. Noting that a better relationship between Chechnya and Russia would enhance the chances of diplomatic communication,

N. Strongly condemning war crimes in Chechnya,

O. Alarmed by the fact that human rights activists are very restricted in their investigations by the Russian government,

P. Fully aware of the fact that Russia signed the CSCE's1 Agreement of the Human Di​mension of September 1991 and the OSCE2 Behavioural Codex but is not actively ful​filling it,

1. Recommends Russia to:

a) guarantee Chechnya autonomy;

b) guarantee Chechnya independence after a period of transition,

2. Calls upon the EU to offer Russia help in the matter of guaranteeing Chechnya the autonomy they were promised in 1997,

3. Requests that the Chechen government should be elected in free democratic elections observed by representatives of the OSCE as the first step towards autonomy,

4. Strongly condemns sending EU armed forces to Russia since it would not stabilise the situation,

5. Calls the EU to establish a Special Rapporteur (on Humanitarian, Social and Economic Situation in Chechnya) to evaluate the conditions and inform the EU in order to know what measures need to be taken by the EU to stabilise the situation,

6. Draws attention to the need of rebuilding Chechen infrastructure and economy,

7. Further requests the taking of diplomatic measures to urge Russia to solve the problem in Chechnya,

8. Calls upon the EU countries to diversify their energy supplies to avoid the Russian monopoly,

9. Further proclaims that the EU should stop all negotiations with Russia until they agree to withdraw their troops from Chechnya,

10. Declares that the Chechen government should be in charge of Chechnya without being controlled by the Russian government, but with opportunity to seek for help from the Russian government as well as the EU at any time during the transition period,

11. Proclaims the EU and the Russian government help the Chechen government to renew the infrastructure, healthcare, educational system and welfare system,

12. Establishes the possibility for refugees to settle back into their home region,

13. Calls upon the Russian authorities to let NGOs and the mass media get to Chechnya without special permission,

14. Urges Russia to open their borders to the free media, Special Rapporteurs and NGOs,

15. Further calls upon the supervision arranged by the OSCE to combat corruption;

16. Further proclaims the formation of a committee that investigates cases of torture, ill-treatment, disappearances, unjustified arrests which should be operated by the International Court of Justice,

17.  Calls upon Russia to ensure efficient investigations for the allegations of torture, ill-treatment, disappearances and to end the targeted reprisals on those who seek redress for allegations,

18. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Appendix:

1. Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 

2. Organisation of Security and Cooperation in Europe

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

The question of EU and Global Warming

The Model European Parliament,

A. Alarmed by the global warming effects1 due to the large amount of greenhouse gas emissions,

B. Fully aware of the fact that all member states still lack plants that use renewable resources of energy or use plants that need improvement,

C. Deeply convinced of the fact renewable resources are and will be expensive to build,

D. Taking into account that the efficiency of renewable resources requires further development, but confident that the future lies within these kind of resources,

E. Bearing in mind that the EU only contributes 14,3% to the world wide greenhouse gas emissions, while USA and China contributes with 23,8% and 13,7% each (source: UNFCCC 2004),

F. Deeply concerned that there are several member states that will not reach the goals of the Kyoto protocol by 2012,

G. Realizing that the EU wastes at least 20% of its energy due to inefficiency,

H. Recognizing that transport is one of the main contributors to greenhouse gas emissions,

I. Concerned about the fact that non-polluting transportation isn't being used enough,

J. Convinced that public transportation is neither developed nor used enough,

K. Deeply regretting the unnecessary deforestation and its consequences,

L. Emphasizing the role of individuals and the awareness in fighting global warming,

M. Recognizing that 36% of the energy generated in Europe comes from nuclear power,

N. Keeping in mind that the industry is contributing with 16,8% of the greenhouse gas emissions,

1. Urges the member states to support the further research on renewable energy sources, which will pay off in the near future,

2. Demands the promotion of alternative energies (e.g. wind farms etc.) in the member states,

3. Calls upon all member states to participate in the creation of an institution which will financially support the establishment and research of renewable energy sources and to reach international goals,

4. Affirms the further development of the EU emission trading scheme in order to make it more effective and to broaden it up to include further industrial sectors, e.g. emissions form aviation industry,

5. Recommends that emissions from international aviation and maritime transportation be included in the Kyoto protocol,

6. Calls upon a boarder tax to be imposed on goods imported from countries which haven't ratified the Kyoto protocol2,

7. Urges all member states to implement EU environmental policies into their national law,

8. Strongly recommends that the USA and Australia to ratify the Kyoto protocol,

9. Stresses the importance of renewing the Kyoto protocol after 2012, with respect to stronger involvement of developing countries (e.g. India and China),

10. Calls upon further research to find a solution to reduce the waste of energy,

11. Request member states to financially support the building of zero-energy houses3,

12. Encourages the member state s to link transportation related to taxes to the amount of C02 emissions,

13. Reaffirms further development of the construction and use of environment-friendly vehicles (e.g. hybrid and bio-fuel cars),

14. Further proclaims to raise the amount of bio-fuel in petrol,

15. Supports a reduction in the level of taxation on environment-friendly vehicles,

16. Further requests member state s to introduce a road surcharge for vehicles4 access to central city areas,

17. Demands further development of public transportation through financial aid with special focus on environment-friendly vehicles,

18. Strongly condemns the unnecessary deforestation,

19. Endorses the environmental campaigns already set up by the EU and other organisations and their strive for public awareness among member states,

20. Approves rising public awareness of c1imate changes, e.g. more intensive education in schools and companies,

21. Takes a note of disagreement among the general public about nuc1ear power, and that each member state can decide individually if they want to use nuc1ear power,

22. Emphasizes the need to conduct more research and development on the safety of nuc1ear power and the unsolved problem with waste disposal,

23. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Appendix:

1. Higher temperature, rising sea levels, floods. risk of drought and fires

2. The taxation will be used until these countries have ratified the Kyoto protocol

3. Zero-energy houses are commonly defined as houses without traditional heating systems and without active cooling. This would involve very good insulation levels. and a mechanical ventilation system with highly efficient heat recovery (source: EU directive or energy efficiency)

4. Not including public transportation

Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs

The question of the economic development of the Baltic Sea Region

The Model European Parliament,

A. Aware of the social problems, especially the problem of the demographic challenge within the EU and its negative effects on the future European economy,

B. Realizing that not all borders within the EU are opened,

C. Convinced that there are not acceptable minimum wages, working hours, holidays and insurances in all EU countries,

D. Recognizing that the Services Directive is not accepted in all European countries yet. (France, Germany),

E. Taking into account that cooperation inside Baltic Sea Region is necessary,

F. Taking note that the rapid development of Romania and Bulgaria could have a bad influence on the economic development of the Baltic Sea Region,

G. Taking note the mutual dependence of EU and Russia in the import and export of oil.

H. Bearing in mind that there are not the same conditions for fishing and shipbuilding in the entire Baltic Sea Region,

I. Convinced that European citizens fear an influx of foreign workers due to the Services Directive,

J. Taking note that Europe is depending on Russia's oil as much as Russia needs Europe as a main trade partner for the export of oil,

K. Realizing the fact that the EU does not profit from the exemption of duties within the EU as long as it has to pay duties to main trading partners such as Russia, which are strongly connected to a region (in this case the Baltic Sea Region),

L. Alarmed by the unequal treatment of foreign workers compared to the native workers,

M. Keeping in mind that workers will not get employed because of low paid foreign workers,

N. Fully believing that new technologies and investment are important for economic development,

1. Expresses its hope that opening the borders within the EU is possible as soon as all the countries have reached a certain economical and social standard, therefore the EU should help less developed countries to improve their economy1,

2. Encourages member states to contribute greater financial supports for families with children,

3. Urges the member state s to decide on equal maternity leave for both mothers and fathers,

4. Further invites these countries to advertise having children among the population,

5. Confirm that all the EU countries should take part in the aims to achieve a standard level2,

6. Requests that there should be regulations within the EU, that guarantee the same working conditions for the same kind of work3,

7. Urges that all the countries within the EU should accept the Services Directive as soon as all countries have reached the required level for the economic and social standards,

8. Recommends that the Baltic Sea Region countries, which belong to the EU, to decrease the level of customs between themselves to improve trade,

9. Further invites the Baltic Sea Region countries to emphasize that their population buy goods from within their own region instead of foreign goods,

10. Encourages all Baltic Sea States to improve the increase the level of maritime transport due to its low transportation costs,

11. Urges the setting up of a committee including politicians, investors and members of trade unions from Bulgaria, Romania and the Baltic Sea Region states to discuss and find ways to improve their economy by linking it,

12. Requests that there should be special agreements within the Baltic Sea region for instance facilitating the same regulation for fishing/shipbuilding in European and Russian parts of the Baltic Sea to have fair competition.

c) EU can not force Russia to do anything so therefore this is just a suggestion.

d) Proclaim the duty of each country in the Baltic Sea Region to use environmentally friendly technologies so that for example fishing may be continued in the future,

13. Trusts that the aims of standard level will solve the fear of influx of foreign workers,

14. Regrets the low energy safety in Europe therefore there should be a temporary agreement4 iv on oil and gas trading and look for other importers as not to depend on one provider5,
15. Calls upon the EU to decrease the level of bureaucracy in member states to improve6 the rate of new business "start ups" and access to employment,

16. Recommend employers from member states to create the same employing criteria for foreign and native employees,

17. Recommends all the member states to create tax reductions for all investors who want to establish new businesses,

18. 18. Supports the idea of creating investments credits on advantageous conditions for investors7,
19. Encourages all the member countries to improve their high technology industry.

20. Draws the attention to advertising Baltic Sea Region countries' economies to attract investors from abroad.

e) Displaying commercials on TV, which would show the advantages of starting business in the region.

f) Creating possibilities for investors from abroad to visit and discover possibilities in any given country.

g) Passing all needed information to start a business to investors abroad through embassies,

21. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Appendix:

1. Those standards are for instance gross domestic product (GDP). 90 % of the population over poverty limit, etc.

2. Aims: Social care and increasing the employment.

3. Concerning: Minimum wages, working time, rights for holidays, insurance policies, maternity leave, childcare and other social welfare that leads to high living standards.

4. During this time all the countries where the pipelines between the EU and Russia run should not be able to close them

5. The aim in the future should be independence from energy importers outside the EU.

6. How to improve: for example build up something like an "all-in-one-shop" where the problem with the several authorities (regional, national...) is reduced.

7. Advantageous condition: decreasing the percentage of credits, diversification of credits, low demands to get credits and high amount of money in credits.

Committee on Youth, Culture and Education

The question of education mobility within the EU

The Model European Parliament,

A. Realizing that there is a lack of continuous control of the development of the international programmes in every educational institution within the European Union,

B. Desiring that the number of people learning different languages increase in order to improve the educational mobility within the European Union,

C. Having examined that an injustice is built into the system of the allocation of subsidies for the Erasmus' intensive language courses, as the eastern states are allocated the lowest subsidies in the European Union,

D. Believing that grants are not high enough to cover student's costs,

E. Deeply concerned about the lack of information about the European education programmes,

F. Deeply convinced that the differences in the information about the European educational programmes increases the injustice among the applicants within the EU,

G. Contemplating that the lack of qualifications obtained in one country by a student or teacher is not always recognized in all member states,

H. Alarmed by the lack of mobility among teachers in the EU,

I. Realizing that there is insufficient cooperation between member states concerning student exchanges,

J. Believing that there is a need to increase the level of knowledge about the EU,

1. Authorizes a committee to improve the existing programmes and to create new ones,

2. Encourages the entire educational system in the European Union to offer more courses in English,

3. Considers the institution of more "twin-schools" between different member state s in order to increase the number of exchanges,

4. Requests that the budget for Erasmus' intensive language courses should be allocated equally between countries depending on the number of students who would like to study abroad,

5. Strongly supports an increase of the grant allocated to students to be able to give all students equal opportunities to study abroad,

6. Recommends that the existing programmes, for example Jean Monet which gives grants to students, should be more considered in their decision on the matter of the amount of money given to each pupil,

7. Recommends a periodic updating of information about the programmes of the EU in schools and universities and how to apply for them,

8. Encourages the mass media to spread information about exchange programmes,

9. Further invites the member states to expedite the process of relating their national qualifications system to the European qualifications system (EQF),

10. Draws attention to the fact that the grants, for teachers in the European education systems, should be increased as more teachers would be able to teach abroad and this in turn would facilitate the mobility of the teachers,

11. Emphasizes the general recognition of teachers ' qualifications,

12. Encourages co-operation between member states, for ex ample the international MEP, in order to develop a European dimension in education and understanding,

13. Encourages the educational system in each member state to increase the content of the EU, as a political institution and a cultural cooperation, in subjects such as social studies or geography,

14. Requests that the ED, in order to increase the educational mobility among the students within the EU and strengthen the friendship between the member states, finances the participation of students in the Mode) European Parliament,

15. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Committee on constitutional affairs 

The question of participatory democracy

The Model European Parliament,

A. Bearing in mind the lack of public awareness and interest in the EU,

B. Deeply concerned about the fact that public approval of the European Union has steadily decreased over the recent years,

C. Concerned that the mass media doesn't discuss enough ED related problems,

D. Realising that the EU has no central mass media,

E. Considering that there is a lack of information about the ED for the young people,

F. Realising that there is a lack of political studies, core courses, in the teaching plan of many high schools,

G. Taking note that the public does not consider European affairs important enough in comparison to the influence that the EU has on its member states,

H. Noting with regret that the inhabitants cannot directly vote on the politicians who represent their country in the European Parliament1.

I. Deeply regretting the lack of identification and unity within ED by the citizens,

J. Alarmed by the citizens feeling of powerlessness, concerning the decisions that are made on an EU level,

K. Noting with deep concern that the feeling has arisen that European politicians do not represent the opinions of the citizens.

2. Stresses that the EU-information policy is focused on,

a) The European values, according to the constitutions,

b) The task to suggest to the European citizen their European identity and to show the advantages of the EU,

3. Calls upon the union to include an information programme in the mass media2 3 4,

4. Recommends the instillation of a EU wide TV channel broadcasting political discussions, news and documentaries, and also launch an EU wide newspaper in all the native languages5,

5. Urges for a deeper community feeling which would be carried out through more social programmes regarding EU, such as national celebrations of the EU-day (9th may),

6. Requests the government and political parties in each country to discuss important and interesting EU questions and issues more publicity, to interest and make the people more aware of EU, to promote an open and transparent EU,

7. Encourages the EU to give aid, such as teaching material and financial support, to school s that include political studies in their core courses,

8. Recommends the EU to start information campaigns at participating schools where pupils are informed about advantages, disadvantages and other facts concerning the EU,

9. Recommend that the European dimension and problems should be included in national discussion,

10. Recommends that citizens in every member state are able to vote directly on the politician who would be representing them in the EU parliament,

11. Decides that an EU-wide advertisement6 7 campaign is necessary to draw the attention of the citizens to the given information,

12. Express its appreciation for the Plan-D and supports a fulfilment in al] member states.

13. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Appendix:

1. In some countries they do vote directly on the politicians who represent their country in the EU. But still, some countries don't.

2. Such as games, concerts, presentations, discussions on TV.

3. By magazines, advertising.

4. Target group orientated public work. MEP PC programme, distribution of flyers/leaflet.

5. Containing a section about decisions made in the EU.

6. The advertisement-campaign is coordinated and organised by the EU-public-work-committee

7. EUPWC instructs national advertisement agencies, which know the specials about the target group

