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Issues Model European Parliament Baltic Sea Region in Finland 2008

1. Committee on Foreign Affairs

The question of autonomy in well-defined ethnic areas in Europe? 

When does a region or a people have the right to autonomy or independence as a state and who is to decide about it?

Nationalism and national autonomy are crucial issues in international politics. Efforts to bring about national autonomy, either through an autonomy or sovereignty, continually bring about national and international conflicts. In Europe and in the adjoining areas, there are several ethnic regions, which are clamoring for autonomy. On the basis of national self-rule, every ethnic region should enjoy autonomy. On the other hand, the sovereignty principle attempts to guarantee sovereignty to all independent states on issues, which are internal affairs in the territory in question.

Links:

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm
http://iwpr.net/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/policies/index_en.htm
2. Committee on Economy and Monetary Affairs

The question of the role of supranational and foreign ownership in the Baltic Region. 

Exploitation or mutually beneficial partnership? How does foreign ownership influence economic growth, employment, and the development of national wealth?

Along with globalization and European integration, foreign and supranational ownership of companies as well as foreign investments have increased significantly. Foreign investments have a major impact on the economy of the target country. Inside the European Union, there are great differences in
the volumes of foreign and supranational ownership. On one hand, foreign investment brings work and revenue to the target country, and on the other hand, the profits generated by the entrepreneurial
activity are generally paid to the foreign owners of the company as capital income, which means that such income does not bring prosperity to the national economy of the target country.

Links:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/policies/index_en.htm
http://www.ecb.int/home/html/index.en.html
http://www.ecipe.org/
http://www.openeurope.org.uk/research/
3. Committee on Culture and Education 

The question of the challenge of meeting the demands of society concerning education. 
Are the differences between the educational systems in the EU member states too vast? Examine the possibility of combining the different systems across the EU and introducing common goals in the curriculum. Do the PISA studies indicate how different school systems affect learning results? 

Technology is constantly developing and is becoming a more and more important part of education and working life. Are our schools preparing the students for studying and working in such a society? How can we ensure that the EU remains competitive on a global scale? 
Links:

http://www.pisa.oecd.org/pages/0,2987,en_32252351_32235731_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/pol/policy_en.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/01/st05/05980en1.pdf
4. Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

The question of protecting the ecosystem of the Baltic Sea.

There are frequent blooming of blue-green algae and rising contents of nutrients, because of nutrients from agriculture and households.  The sea is a widely used transportation route for oil tankers and other trade ships. The diversity of species in the Baltic has changed, some species are about to become extinct, some have just appeared and are about to conquer the whole sea.  How to protect the ecosystem of the Baltic Sea and develop environmental co-operation of countries surrounding the Baltic Sea? 

Links:

http://www.helcom.fi/
http://www.baltic.vtt.fi/
http://www.vasab.org/
5. Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

The question of climatic change and its influence on food production in Europe.  
The climate is getting warmer – does it mean longer growing seasons and bigger crops or some new problems for food production? The price development of food will most certainly be different compared to the present, because of different local effects of climatic changes.  What kind of changes should be taken into account when preparing European agricultural policy for future years?

Links:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/6225827.stm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2001/02/1c3b4d33-837a-4008-b335-bc5340ebe1dd
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/envir/report/en/clima_en/report_en.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/environment/climate-change/eu/3-fischer.pdf
