THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES 

submits the following resolution to the Model European Parliament.

Resolution on the question of fishing limits on the Baltic Sea and the North Sea vs. the fall of the fishing industry. 

The Model European Parliament Baltic Sea Region,

A. Deeply concerned about the high scale fishing in the Baltic sea and the high percentage of exploited fish,
B. Being aware of the fact that current research done on fish population is questionable due to their different outcome,
C. Deeply convinced that overfishing is a major problem in the Baltic sea region,
D. Deeply regretting the lack of a new and efficient Baltic fishing controlling organ,
E. Convinced that unproportional penalities would hurt small fishermen/companies more than big fishing fleets,
F. Taking into account that parts of the Baltic/European population have not realized that overfishing causes major problems,
G. Alarmed by the devastating effect of bottom trawling and other harmful practices in the Baltic Sea,
H. Deeply disturbed by the lack of research aimed at finding alternative fishing techniques,
I. Noting with regret that some fishermen are fishing outside the EU due to restrictions,
J. Taking into account that some fishermen are forced to go out of business because of the low quantity of fish and the sharpened fishing limits,
K. Deeply conscious of the fact that many fishermen are not able to get a new job due to their lack of education,
L. Keeping in mind that the fishing industry is of vital importance to the economy of the Baltic Sea region,
1. Urges the EU to found a fishing controlling organization ,UBF
;
2. Recommends an unbiased research to be conducted in the Baltic Sea region;
3. Further recommends that all penalties have to be imposed in relation to the companies’ or the fishermen’s yearly income
;
4. Further requests informational campaigns which will have an educational effect distinguishing between non-fishermen and fishermen;
5. Demands the right sized nets to be used (UBF will pay for these to its members);
6. Authorizes the EU to set up a law saying that the use of all other sorts of nets are illegal;
7. Condemns those practices because of their destroying effect on biological systems which leads to a decreasing fish population;
8. Recommends research to be launched to find alternatives for bottom trawling and other harmful practices;
9. Endorses the idea of extra taxes on fish caught outside the EU by Baltic fishermen.

10.  Approves of financial support for retraining fishermen;
11. Underlines the importance of the fishing limits already set by the EU, due to their vital importance to the economy of the Baltic Sea region;
12. Instructs the President to forward the resolution to the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.
� Union of Baltic Fisheries 


supports members financially when fishery rates are low,


 supports Fishermen with sustainable technical equipment free of charge,


controls the weight of caught fish directly at sea through modern technology which automatically sends the data to the UBF control center /coastguards at shore,


assigns certain grounds for fishing depending on different factors (to avoid overfishing),


consists of a fixed number of politicians, specialists, fishermen and representatives of each country, 


provides a label for its members to be put on packages to show customers that the fish is caught sustainably.


Additionally there must be a campaign in the Baltic region and their customer countries to establish the new label and confirm its credibility.


� Punishments(set by the UBF): 


- In form of fines in percentage of their yearly income. Non-members of the UBF have to pay a certain amount of money every time they commit an offence; in case of committing three offences fishermen will be penalised by the UBF, in form of losing their boat for a certain period of time;


- members of the UBF have to pay a certain amount of money every time they commit an offence; in case of committing two offences members will be penalised by the UBF, in form of losing their boat for a certain period of time;  specialists of the UBF will decide about the period of time (the fishermen are put to shore) and the percentage.





